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Forest understory after a winter hazard reduction burn. 

Greetings from the Forest 

Going straight from pollen season into “yellow fly” season in southeastern North 
Carolina makes for a relentlessly painstaking spring out in the woods. However, 
if you don’t make that trip outside during Mother Nature’s busiest time of the 
year, you miss out on a lot of great forest activity.  

TCESF Happenings 

With all the rain that we’ve had lately, the forest is abuzz with the noise of 
rushing water from the creek, the chirping and croaking of frogs, songbirds 
chattering and even the “occasional” (ok, “frequent”) hum of a mosquito making 
its rounds. Our youth permit hunters were lucky enough to hear the sound of 
some early morning turkey calls in April. Our visiting birdwatchers heard a 
plethora of songs in late March. Apart from sounds, rangers were able to see a 
great many turkeys and other animals in our travels around the 890-acre wood 
this spring.   

If you remember from our last newsletter, we did a good bit of hazard reduction 
burning over the winter months. After that newsletter was published, we were 
able to complete one more good day of burning. Our final acreage total for this 
past season was 654 acres burned!  

The ranger staff at Turnbull Creek ESF has had a busy spring of classes and 
festivals: Arbor Day presentation at a local primary school, Lake Waccamaw 
Farm Day, hosting a Bird ID workshop with N.C. Wildlife Resource 
Commission, fire control classes at a local high school, Earth Day fair at 
Southeastern Community College, 4-H Science Field Day, BugFest South, 
Longleaf Festival and many other great days of teaching students and adults 
alike right here on the forest. In addition to our educational classes, we’ve also 
been steady at work managing our forest– gathering data and making 
preparations for an upcoming timber sale.  
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We’ve got Candid Critters!  

A while back, a staff member from the N.C. Museum of Natural Sciences contacted us about the eMammal project in 
conjunction with N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission’s Candid Critters program. They asked if TCESF would be 
interested in being a host site for camera trapping animals that lived on the forest. With all the animal sights and signs 
we see daily at the forest, we knew program participants would be able to catch something on camera. We decided to 
become camera trappers ourselves and are providing data to the eMammal program. Below are a few of our feature 
snapshots taken over a three-week run.  

Even after the eMammal project draws to a close (slated for August 2019), we intend to continue our camera trapping 
activities to see what critters we find traipsing through the woods. For more information on the N.C. Candid Critter 
program, visit: http://www.nccandidcritters.org. If your group would like to come out to the forest and learn about the 
animals that live here, we have a great class for that! Give us a call to make a reservation.  

Stay tuned to see what photos we capture next!  

Photos from our first Candid Critter program trail camera deployment– foggy silhouette of a songbird in flight, wild turkey, white-tailed deer at night 

Speaking of candid critters in the woods, TCESF hosted a couple training days for our fellow district Assistant County 

Rangers that are going through ranger training. Ranger training is a year-long process of getting forest rangers        

acquainted with all things forestry related. Various topics are covered, such as: water quality, forest management, 

wood products and production, urban and community forestry, and cost share for forest practices among many others. 

An opportunity arose for these rangers in training to learn about timber marking practices, common for when timber is 

to be sold as a thinning and requires markings for boundaries, take and leave trees, as well as special areas of interest 

which need to be kept.  We are in the process of looking at a potential area for logging in the future and had to mark 

the timber for an eventual thinning in a stand of mixed pine so the rangers were able to practice here at Turnbull 

Creek. After two days of traversing the stand, our trees got painted in various shades of red, yellow, and blue to denote 

boundaries, skid trails and take trees. For information on how to mark timber and many other forestry practices, 

contact your local NCFS county ranger office.  

Assistant County Rangers practicing timber marking. Pictured: Brunswick Co. ACR Eric Fanslau, New Hanover Co. ACR Brendan Brock,  
and Duplin Co. ACR Michael Davis. 



Left: Geocaches come in different sizes! Right: Geocaches currently placed at Turnbull Creek ESF 

Where are our Geocache Smokey Bear Travel Tags now?!  

As you may recall, we have geocaches here at the forest. Not familiar with geocaches? 

They are hidden treasures people (i.e. Geocachers) find all over the world by using a 

GPS unit and clues (i.e. Geocaching). Sometimes in these hidden treasures Geocachers 

will place items with special tracking codes (travel bugs, travel tags, geocoins, etc.) that 

can be kept, traded, or sent on to other hidden geocaches. We at TCESF discovered 

there is a particular item like this with a particular bear friend of ours on it...a Smokey Bear 

Travel Tag! So what do we do? We get a bunch of them and start adding them to our 

geocaches here on the forest. 

If you’ve been following along, you know that one of our first tags ended up in Wyoming. 

Another was hanging out in Lumberton. To date, we have dropped a total of 16 Smokey 

Bear Travel Tags into our geocaches here on the forest. The first ever Smokey Bear 

Travel Tag traveled to Wyoming, then headed to many places: the states of Colorado, Washington, Mexico, Texas, 

back to the state of Washington, Nevada, and finally ended up in Japan toward the end of last year! From Japan it 

came back to the state of Washington, then went on to California and lastly Louisiana, where it had been in a 

geocache called “A Shining Example” since March. Just last week, this travel tag was dropped in a cache called “Intro 

to Nantucket Geocaching” in Massachusetts. This single travel tag has journeyed 34,020 miles from Turnbull Creek 

ESF in Elizabethtown, NC, across the U.S. and a couple different countries away. Here’s the rundown of the others: 

#2– Lost (it happens when a geocache that the tag is dropped in gets destroyed) 
#3– Lost 
#4– In a cache on the forest! 
#5– Was last found in the Green Swamp in Brunswick County (currently in the hands of a Geocacher going north) 
#6– Lost with its Geocache container during Hurricane Matthew down Turnbull Creek 
#7– In a Geocache near Ocala, Florida! 
#8– In the hands of a Geocacher headed to a park out west! 
#9– In the same hands as #8 
#10– With #8 and #9.  
#11– Made it to Virginia, then headed to Pennsylvania.  
#12– This one is famous. It made its way up to Nova Scotia, Canada and is now an Instagram sensation with folks 
discovering it on social media from all over the world. Don’t believe me? Search “TB71BMD” at  
www.geocaching.com/track. 
#13– Hanging out in a cache in Hillsborough, NC. 
#14– In a cache on the forest! 
#15– Went to Virginia Beach, now in the hands of a Geocacher headed to Pennsylvania. 
 
Don’t miss a second of the adventures of the Turnbull Creek ESF Smokey Bear Travel Tags! Play online at 
www.geocaching.com and you too could end up spotting one of our tags. So long as Smokey Bear is spreading the 
word about preventing wildfires, he doesn’t care where the wind takes him.  

Smokey Bear Travel Tag 



Alert: Laurel Wilt disease found on TCESF!  

As a way to promote forest disease awareness in 2016, rangers placed a 

geocache called “Buy Local, Burn Local: Redbay Ambrosia Beetle” on the 

forest. The geocache had fact sheets and ID photos and asked geocachers 

to keep an eye out on our forest for the invasive insect (originally from Asia) 

and the Laurel Wilt disease it causes. Little did we know, less than two 

years later we would see the presence of the disease right here at TCESF.  

“Redbay trees are unique to this area because of the soils and Carolina 

Bay land features we have here. This beetle is carrying a disease that 

could wipe out all of these unique trees and there’s no effective control that 

can be done to stop it,” says Ranger Meggs.  

Just last week, a case of Laurel Wilt was confirmed in Sassafras trees in 

Duplin County. Sassafras is another species of tree that the redbay 

ambrosia beetle is known to inhabit. It isn’t the beetle itself that causes this 

disease, but the fungus the beetles carry with them into the tree that kills it. 

Ambrosia beetles “farm” the fungus and eat off of it for nutrients. The 

fungus aggressively attacks the tree’s vascular system causing a wilting 

effect, starving the tree of water. What can we do if it can’t be stopped? 

Slow the spread. The N.C. Forest Service is asking folks to start with 

firewood. If you buy it from a certain area, use it there (hence, the slogan 

Buy Local, Burn Local). Attached to the newsletter is the current distribution 

range for Laurel Wilt as of March of this year. If you think there is a chance 

you have Laurel Wilt on your property and you are outside of the known 

area of distribution, let your local county Forest Service staff know about it. 

Do not attempt to investigate the vascular system of the tree, unless you 

are trained to do so and can effectively sanitize your equipment afterward. 

Left: Forest Health staff train Region One NCFS personnel about identifying Laurel Wilt disease.  
Right: Effects of Laurel Wilt and Redbay Ambrosia Beetle presence on Red Bay trees at TCESF.  
Right, inset: Redbay Ambrosia Beetle. 

Forest Health staff member Wayne 
Langston checking a potentially 
infected tree for Laurel Wilt Dis-
ease.  

Streaking of the redbay tree’s     
vascular system 



Upcoming 

Events 

• Call to book 

your group’s 

outing to 

TCESF today!  

 

Turnbull Creek Educational State Forest 

4803 Sweet Home Church Road 

Elizabethtown, NC 28337 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Always something exciting to see at Turnbull Creek ESF!  

Results from Spring Turkey Hunt 

This year we had two veteran spring turkey hunt youth/adult pair 
teams win the lottery drawing for our N.C. Wildlife Resources   
Commission permit spring turkey hunts on the forest. We closed 
the gates for our hunting teams April 19th through 21st, and boy 
did they do some hunting. Though a lot of calls were made and a 
lot of birds answered, TCESF only had one team victory this year.   
Kevin Crabtree and his son, Elijah, came out on top with a nice 
bird. Check out that beard! The pair was lucky enough to have  
harvested a bird two years in a row from Turnbull Creek ESF. 
Great job hunters!  

 

 

 

2018 2017 

The beaver is the latest addition to our in-house critter        
collection.  Learn about her, and all of our other animals by 

scheduling a class for your group today!  


