
 

 

News From The Forest 
 

Mountains to Sea Trail coming to Turnbull Creek 

For many years, the Friends of the Mountains to Sea Trail 

and staff at Turnbull Creek Educational State Forest (ESF) 

have been in discussions to install a segment of the Moun-

tains to Sea Trail (MST) through the forest. A bridge was 

needed to cross a large drainage ditch on the forest, which 

itself has been five years in the making. After the long pro-

cess of developing an agreement with the Friends of the 

Mountains to Sea Trail to run the trail segment through the 

forest, and having the bridge design reviewed by agency 

management, we were able to begin the construction pro-

cess last month. Staff at Turnbull Creek ESF have been 

assisting with the bridge construction to help the project 

reach completion.  

 Thanks to the help from MST volunteers and Ben 

Jones, Coastal Crescent Project Manager with Friends of 

the MST, we’ll soon have a completed bridge. The bridge 

and trail segment will remain closed until safety inspec-

tions have concluded. Thanks to all who have helped make 

this project a success! 

 

Visitor Hours 

March 1– Oct. 31 

Monday: Closed 

Tuesday-Friday: 9 a.m. to 5 

p.m. 

Saturday/Sunday: 11 a.m. to 6 

p.m. 

Nov. 1- end of February 

Monday: Closed 

Tuesday-Friday: 9 a.m. to 5 

p.m. 

Saturday and Sunday: Closed 

4803 Sweet Home Church Rd. 

Elizabethtown, NC 28337 

(910) 588-4161 

Turnbullcreekesf.ncfs@ncagr.gov  

Visit all of North Carolina’s 

State Forests from the coast to 

the mountains. See NCFS 

website for more information, 

www.ncforestservice.gov 

 

 

 

Wishing everyone 

a happy holiday 

season! 

Fall 2022 TCESF Newsletter 



 

 

Forest Updates/Improvements 

Kiosk Building 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rangers have been working to improve informational signage on the forest. With help from the staff 

at Clemmons Educational State Forest, we have built new kiosks for various locations throughout 

the forest. These kiosks will house an array of educational materials, maps and information about 

the forest. Left photo: James Kimes (left), Bret Ladrie (center) and Kevin Pittman (right) frame the 

message board for the kiosk. Right photo: kiosk nearing completion and ready to install. 

Hardwood Forest: Loading... 
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Site preparation on an overgrown natu-

ral loblolly pine thicket using a drum 

chopper was conducted. The photos 

above display what the stand looked 

like before and after chopping took 

place. The photo to the left reveals the 

finished product. Our wildlife trail is lo-

cated here, and staff plan to conduct a 

site prep burn in 2023 to prepare the 

area for planting hardwoods, particular-

ly mast trees, for wildlife. Stay tuned! 
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Banana Spider Black Widow Garden Spider 

  

Upcoming Events 

• Fire-Focused PLT Workshop coming soon 

• Call us today to schedule a visit! 

• Closed for observed holidays (Christmas and New Year’s Day) 

The North Carolina Forest Service is a division of the North Carolina Depart-

ment of Agriculture and Consumer Services. Steve Troxler, Commissioner  

Fall is mating season for most spider species and it’s common to see an 

increase in activity. Check out some of the spiders that have been spotted 

by rangers here on the forest! 

Creepy Crawlers 

The front deck of the TCESF main office 

received much needed repair work that 

was completed in November 2022. 

Father (Anthony) and daughter (Mackenzie) had a successful har-

vest during TCESF’s annual permit deer hunt. Pictured here are 

sisters Mackenzie and Brittany May with the prized deer. Brittany 

May accompanied the girls’ Mother (Mandy) on the permit hunt, 

making it a family affair!  


