
 

 

News From The Forest 
 

WTREX Comes to North Carolina 
 

 Known as WTREX, the Women-in-Fire 
Prescribed Training Exchange is an international 
program that allows women and people of all  
backgrounds to come together to gain more 
knowledge of prescribed burning while also  
receiving national and international qualifications 
that allow wildland firefighters to serve in different 
positions on not only prescribed burns but also on 
wildfires. More than 40 individuals representing  
25 agencies and organizations, 16 states and  
territories, and 4 countries across 3 continents 
came together to participate in this year’s event. 
The event was set up as a managed incident  
involving an incident management team (IMT). For 
2023, the 6

th
 annual WTREX event took place Feb. 

20 - March 3 in North Carolina, with Singletary 
Lake State Park in Kelly serving as the hub.  
Rangers Carrie and Monique were fortunate 
enough to participate in the event. Ranger Carrie 
served as lead public information officer (PIO), and 
Ranger Monique was a WTREX participant. Many 
other N.C. Forest Service personnel participated 
too. During the event, participants were divided  
into three modules, or groups, and had the  
opportunity to assist with prescribed burns in areas 
throughout southeastern North Carolina.  
Participants burned on lands managed by N.C. 
State Parks, the N.C. Forest Service, The Nature 
Conservancy and the Plant Industry Division of the 
N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer  
Services. Turnbull Creek Educational State Forest 
staff, with the help of WTREX participants, were 
able to burn 12 acres during a night burn  
operation.  
 

Visitor Hours 

March 1– Oct. 31 

Monday: closed 

Tuesday-Friday: 9 a.m. to 5 

p.m. 

Saturday/Sunday: 11 a.m. to 6 

p.m. 

Nov. 1- end of February 

Monday: Closed 

Tuesday-Friday: 9 a.m. to 5 

p.m. 

Saturday and Sunday: Closed 

4803 Sweet Home Church Rd. 

Elizabethtown, NC 28337 

(910) 588-4161 

Turnbullcreekesf.ncfs@ncagr.gov  

Visit all of North Carolina’s 

State Forests from the coast to 

the mountains. See the NCFS 

website for more information. 

www.ncforestservice.gov 

Behind the Artwork  

This year, WTREX 

artwork was created by 

local artist Bess Taylor 

featuring a likeness of 

Turnbull Creek’s very 

own Ranger Monique. 

Below, the two are 

posing with the finished 

product.  
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Although the event was focused on participants gaining fire  

experience, there were opportunities to expand knowledge both on 

and off the fire line. Featured classes touched on the longleaf pine 

ecosystem and the wildlife that call it home. The red-cockaded  

woodpecker, an endangered species that thrives in longleaf pine  

habitat, was a common component in many of the burn areas.  

Participants also learned about local weather and fuels, chainsaw use, 

medical plans and GIS. There were even discussions on mental 

health in the fire community. Participants were able to burn a total of 

1,419 acres over a period of six burn days! A big thanks to all the  

wonderful partners, participants and IMT members who made this 

event a success!  
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WTREX 2023 artwork by Bess Taylor 



 

 

F.L.A.M.E Week at Turnbull Creek 

This year, Turnbull Creek ESF held its first ever 
weeklong fire-focused event titled F.L.A.M.E Week. 
The F.L.A.M.E stands for Fire Learning and  
Mitigation Education. The week consisted of a  
four-day webinar series and a Project Learning 
Tree (PLT) workshop, featuring various fire related 
topics with NCFS personnel serving as presenters. 
The fire-focused PLT workshop capped off the 
week with participants learning more about the role 
of fire in ecosystems and even getting the chance 
to tour recently burned areas on TCESF. All  
webinar presentations are now available on our 
YouTube channel. Follow the link below to check 
them out! 

https://www.ncesf.org/tbVideos.html  

MST Bridge Completion 

TCESF staff and Friends of the Mountains-to-Sea 
Trail volunteers were able to complete the last  
portion of the MST bridge and had an official  
unveiling this past month. Pictured right are  
TCESF Supervisor Carrie McCullen and Bladen 
Lakes State Forest Supervisor Hans Rohr, along 
with others, cutting the ribbon. The trail segment 
through TCESF is now officially open! 
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Upcoming Events 

• Forest closed for permitted turkey hunts, April 13-15  

• Birds and Snakes with the NCWRC, May 20  

• Saturday classes are back! Call the forest or scan QR code 

to register. 

The N.C. Forest Service is a division of the N.C. Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services. Steve Troxler, Commissioner  
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