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Turnbull Creek Trail: Before and After Hurricane Florence 

Greetings from Turnbull Creek! 

Happenings 

The seasons are changing here at Turnbull Creek Educational State Forest, though 
some days you wouldn’t know it. Thunderstorms and highs in the 80s for a couple 
days, then sunny and clear with highs in the low 60s other days. I’m fairly certain 
most folks on the coast would say we had a mosquito season in there somewhere 
too, they were definitely big enough to hunt. In the midst of summer/fall we endured 
the brunt of a hurricane, and then a tropical storm. Several trees came down on the 
forest, but luckily no buildings were struck. We’ve spent most of the fall assisting in 
the storm recovery efforts for Bladen County, and repairing trails and mending 
fences here at Turnbull Creek ESF. Ranger Harmon spent some time up in 
Carteret County also, helping the response efforts there. Finally, the waters are 
receding and things are beginning to look normal again, thanks to some help in the 
form of saw crews composed of Forest Service personnel from across the state.  

As we enter into season where we are closed to the public, we are gearing up for 
some potential hazard reduction and prescribed burning days. Our tract of land that 
was clearcut at the beginning of the year has been sprayed with herbicide and is 
now waiting on a burn to prepare it for planting a fresh new crop of Longleaf pine. 
We can’t wait to track the progress of the stand. We look forward to seeing some 
more changes coming to the forest, with a stand of timber marked for clearcut and 
thinning to be under contract in the near future. 
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Fall Critter Activity Booming at the Forest 
The Wildlife Resources Commission has four seasons of camera deployments to choose from 
when participating in the Candid Critter Program. So far, we have participated in the spring, sum-
mer, and fall deployments, and have our eyes set on a winter camera trap deployment in a few 
weeks. All deployments last for about three weeks. The photos seen above came from our fall de-
ployment of two cameras from August to just before Hurricane Florence hit mid-September. As 
you can see, we have a variety of wildlife here at the forest. Our cameras have caught birds and 
butterflies in flight, as well as well as really impressive photos of a doe with her two fawns, and of 
course the Turnbull Creek ESF resident Black Bear!  

Here on the forest we have several different management goals, one of which is maintaining thriv-
ing habitat for wildlife. We do this in many ways: by making sure our trees are healthy, leaving 
grass fields uncut during nesting season for birds like quail, providing habitat for our pollinator 
species by setting up a pollinator garden, ensuring best management practices are met for our 
land to improve water quality and maintaining stands with hardwood species of mast-producing 
trees (acorns, hickory nuts, and other edible seeds). The presence of wildlife is an indicator of 
healthy forests and trees, so we are happy to see them here. 

Just this week we received some exciting wildlife 
news: a new cluster of Red-Cockaded Woodpecker 
(RCW) nesting trees has been found on the forest! 
In years past, we have had a group of RCW’s   
nesting at the main entrance to the forest and  
flanking Sweet Home Church Road. A biologist with 
the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission 
annually monitors the activity of our RCWs and their 
nesting trees. We had discovered two new trees 
deeper in the forest last summer, and just recently 
the biologist has found a couple more, which indi-
cates a new group of RCW birds. We hope to see 
them and other evidence of flourishing wildlife for 
years to come.  

A variety of forest animals were captured during our summer camera trapping 

Flock of turkeys crossing the path by the airfield 



Chainsaw Safety 

Helpful tips on using 

chainsaws safely 

 Use a chainsaw that fits 
your level of experience 
and personal comfort. Do 
not attempt running a 
high capacity saw to get 
the job done more quick-
ly. 

 Wear all appropriate 
Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) when 
the saw is running. This 
includes: heavy duty 
boots, saw chaps, long 
sleeve shirt, gloves, ear 
and eye protection, and a 
helmet.  

 Apply the chain break 
when repositioning your 
body. Turn the saw   
completely off when  
moving longer distances. 

 Situational awareness 
is key! Be aware of your 
footing, your surround-
ings, the placement of 
other trees, and any other 
hazards or people near-
by. 

 Have a first aid kit on 
hand with the appropriate 
supplies, just in case. 

Take frequent breaks 
and stay hydrated, espe-
cially if it is warm outside. 

Saw crews worked diligently at Turnbull Creek ESF for a few days to clean up trails 

A Little Help from our Friends 

Chainsaw crews from the North Carolina Forest Service were formed and dis-

patched to assist those of us in the coastal region during the aftermath of Hurri-

cane Florence. Luckily, we at Turnbull Creek ESF didn’t have any damage to our 

buildings. We did, however, have many trees that fell on our trails that needed to 

be removed prior to re-opening the forest to the public. Thanks to a chainsaw 

crew based out of District 10 (near Lexington, North Carolina) that came out, we 

were able to remove most major trail damage within a couple days! Most North 

Carolina Forest Service field staff take a course in chainsaw use that teaches 

them to safely operate a chainsaw, and produce certain cuts that will fell (cut 

down) a standing tree or buck (cut up) a fallen tree. Many go on to take other 

higher-level saw courses to increase their level of experience and skill set. Apart 

from chainsaw work, teams were also organized to assist with search and res-

cue, roads recovery, distribution center management and delivery, among many 

other response, relief, and recovery tasks.  Safety First! 



When it comes to incident response, it’s all about Brotherhood 

MOREHEAD CITY- Upbeat but tired. Same people there every day. Putting in long hours. Very appreciative. 

These are phrases that describe members of the multitude of fire departments dotted across Carteret County after 

Hurricane Florence. The county was hit directly by Hurricane Florence, causing a great deal of widespread flood-

ing and wind damage. At North River Volunteer Fire Department in Beaufort, Fire Chief Alton Davis and his crew 

are working to help get their community back on their feet. “It’s all about family and giving support to the communi-

ty. We are all working together and everything is connected. We pull together and help our neighbors; that’s just 

what we do,” says Chief Davis. Lieutenant John Smith, a 26 year veteran of North River Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment noted that many folks in that area of Carteret County experienced roof damage from Hurricane Florence. 

“We’ve got a job to do. Chief Davis and Assistant Chief (Anna M. Wilson) have been staying at the fire department 

every night and working every day. The Forest Service has been right here with us, helping and asking ‘what else 

do you need’ every time they visit. We really feel loved, and the community is very grateful for all the help,” says 

Smith.  

At a recent visit to North River Fire Department, Division Supervisor Trent Duncan and his distribution crew deliv-

ered an 18-wheeler truck full of bags of ice. Per usual, they stopped in to the station and asked what else they 

needed. Assistant Fire Chief Wilson put the guys to work organizing and sweeping. “If it wasn’t for you all, we 

would have to spend all day working on supplies and cleaning,” says Wilson. While we were there, a pickup with a 

cooker pulls up. John and Annie Jefferies from Washington D.C. have come to provide the station and the commu-

nity with 600 chicken and collard dinners. John, a former Coast Guard culinary specialist, has a house in Carteret 

County that was affected by the storm. He figured when he and his wife came down to check on the house that 

they could do something for the community also. “When we got to the house it was much worse than we expected, 

but we still wanted to help out the community. Before we left DC, we did some fundraising and got some supplies 

together. A buddy stationed here in the Coast Guard is gathering more supplies, and my brother is on the way al-

so,” says Jeffries. Being in the military, Jeffries knows what brotherhood is all about. “Oh yeah, it’s everyone com-

ing together all the time, but especially in a time of need,” he noted. Community members were honking their 

horns in gratitude as they were driving by.  

Tyler Myers, Assistant County Ranger in Buncombe County (D1), knows all too well about first responders band-

ing together to help those in need. “This assignment has really been eye-opening for me. I’ve never been on a hur-

ricane incident before, and this dispatch has become a very personal experience. We’ll go to the local fire depart-

ments and folks will give us hugs every time we go. Many of these folks came to help us in the mountains during 

the fall fires of 2016, so to be able to return the favor is the least I can do,” says Myers. In 2016, scores of fire de-

partment crews from all across North Carolina flocked to the western part of the state to aid in fighting a multitude 

of wildfires spanning several counties, including Buncombe. The call to serve is no different for Hurricane Florence 

recovery. According to Myers, “no matter what brings us all together, we’ll be there lending a helping hand. That’s 

just what we do.” 



Upcoming Events 

• Forest is closed for clas-

ses beginning  November

16th

• Forest will re-open to the

public again in March 19th

• Schedule your spring

classes and visits to the

forest today! Call us!

The latest TCESF Mascots! 

This fall we’ve added a few new displays to our collection of education animals. The 
red-tailed hawk (left) and red-shouldered hawk (right) are now available to view at the 
Turnbull Creek ESF office. We are so thankful to have a special permit to be able to 
share these feathered friends with our visitors. These birds (often referred to as rap-
tors) are incredible woodland hunters. With keen eyesight, excellent hearing, and long, 
sharp talons, finding live prey on the forest floor is not a difficult task for these agile 
birds.  

Facts about Raptors 

∗ The word raptor means “to seize or grasp” in Latin. 

∗ There are several species known as raptors: eagles, hawks, kites, falcons and owls. 

∗ Raptors cannot move their eyes around like humans can, but can move their head 
upwards of 270 degrees around. 

 It is recorded that these 
birds can live upwards of 
5-6 years, but most don’t
survive their first winter
because of starvation.

 A raptor’s diet includes 
small mammals such as 
mice, snakes, and large 
grasshoppers.

Info from University of Missouri Raptor 

Rehabilitation Project website: http://

raptorrehab.cvm.missouri.edu/raptor-

facts/ 

Turnbull Creek Educational State Forest 
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Environmental Education Made Fun! Imperial Moth Caterpillar 




