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Greetings from the Forest
Southeastern North Carolina is finally beginning to see a little relief from the
warm temperatures of a typical, humid Carolina summer. The summer heat
did not keep visitors (human and animal alike) from venturing into the forest.

Visitor Hours

TCESF Happenings
The trees and plants may be beginning to slow their growth this time of
year, but we certainly aren’t slowing down here at Turnbull Creek. The
forest has been bustling with activity. Teachers have been bringing their
classes out to the forest for those fall field trips before the holidays arrive.
We’ve also hosted our annual deer hunts and had a good turnout for those.
The animals are preparing for the coming winter months. The leaves are
starting to turn those beautiful fall hues. Our pollinator garden and forest
understory plants have been abuzz with butterflies, bees, and other nectarloving creatures.

Mid-March through Mid-November
8:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.
Monday through Friday
Saturdays by request
4803 Sweet Home Church Rd.
Elizabethtown, NC 28337
(910) 588-4161

Apart from being on the forest, Rangers Harmon and Meggs have been
busy off the forest as well. Ranger Harmon was dispatched for assignment
to assist in Texas with Hurricane Harvey recovery. Ranger Meggs
represented the Forest Service at a fall festival at one of our neighboring
state parks. Both have attended various trainings and conferences. This
winter will bring us back to the forest and focused on several special
projects to prepare to for our visitors in 2018. Rangers Harmon and Meggs
look forward to sharing with you our progress in the next edition of News
from the Forest.

turnbullcreekesf.ncfs@ncagr.gov
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Oodles of Fall Classes
Swarms of fourth graders from all over Bladen County took to the forest this
fall to learn about all things trees. For one week around October each year,
TCESF invites all fourth grade classes to the forest to learn about the
history of the naval stores industry, take a hike on the Turnbull Creek Trail,
and other fun classes. This year, by the end of the week, Rangers Meggs
and Harmon had interacted with over 300 students from across the county.
All of the students had a great deal of fun, and many commented that they
would’ve liked to have stayed longer! We also shared our forest with third
grade students from Douglass Academy in Wilmington. They visited and
learned about predators and prey, tree rings and tree growth, and took a
hike on our Turnbull Creek Trail.
Each school group that visits the forest allows us the opportunity to teach
students not only about trees and forest management, but also the great
outdoors. Many students don’t get outside to enjoy or learn about nature
these days. We try to add as much excitement into our classes as possible
so that the students are both learning and having fun.
Booker T. Washington
Primary School!

Students from Bladen County Schools exploring on the Turnbull Creek Trail during their visit to TCESF

Thrill of the Hunt
In October, we also
hosted our annual permit lottery youth and
adult pair deer hunts.
Two hunts were held–
one for black powder
season, the other for
gun season.
Though we see deer
tracks all the time at
the forest, these camouflaged critters stayed
well hidden during the
hunts. One team of
hunters was able to
harvest one small deer
during the gun hunt.
Better luck next year
everyone!

Photos clockwise from top left: Palamedes Swallowtail, Sulphur butterfly species, Eastern Tiger Swallowtail, Variegated
Fritillary caterpillar, Monarch butterfly, and Gulf Fritillary caterpillar. These species, among many others, have all been
seen at Turnbull Creek ESF.

It’s a Butterfly Bonanza at TCESF!
Ranger Harmon uncovered a bit of a butterfly (or caterpillar, rather) mystery in the Forest’s pollinator garden. With the
natural garden having lost most of its flowers over the fall season, Ranger Harmon found it odd that there were
caterpillars still hanging around. Then she realized the caterpillars weren’t in need of flowers, but liked the tasty
leaves still remaining on the plants. After doing a bit of research in reference books and online, Ranger Harmon discovered that both species of caterpillars she found were of the “fritillary” family, and their food of choice is the leaves
from the Passiflora, or passionflower, plant. Even after all the flowers are gone, butterflies need host species of plants
for the next generation of “caterpillar” or larval stages to survive on. Our pollinator garden, located adjacent to the
Turnbull Creek trailhead, had quite a few passionflower plants that naturally grew in that area this year. According to
the research, these species remain in larval form for about 11-16 days before moving through the pupa and chrysalis
stages to eventually become a butterfly. We’ll have to see if we can find the next stages of the life cycle. Stay tuned!
Another mystery was the presence of a Monarch butterfly here at the forest in late October. Ranger Harmon had always known that Monarchs have a great annual migration to southern California and Mexico, but figured it was always a late summer/early fall event. After doing some more online research, Ranger Harmon discovered that the
Monarch migration is typically during October or when the weather starts getting cooler, whichever comes first. There
is a resourceful website online called Journey North that tracks migrations and seasons of not just Monarchs, but also
various species of birds and even whales and frogs. You can find the Monarch migration map here:
http://www.learner.org/jnorth/monarchs. On the map, it shows that Monarchs were seen in our area by citizen scientists after the week of October 24th, which matched up with when Ranger Harmon took the
photo above. Mystery solved!
Be on the lookout for a variety of butterflies that flutter around Turnbull Creek ESF on your
next visit. As always, if you find a butterfly that you’d like to identify, be sure to snap a photo rather than trying to catch it (unless you have the proper equipment). Bring in your photo
to our office and we’ll be happy to help you research it in our reference library.

Under Construction:
Upcoming
Events

New for 2018!
TCESF is on the brink of our winter
maintenance season, and boy are we
geared up to create some needed
updates! We are so excited, we’ve
already begun the process in a few areas
of the forest. The Turnbull Creek Trail had
some railings that needed replacing due
to wear and tear over time, so Rangers
Meggs and Harmon got straight to work.
We are also working to update the Forest
Management “Four Mile” trail, and many
of the exhibit areas. “Some areas of the
Four Mile trail suffered a great deal of
damage last year from Hurricane
Matthew. We are still working to improve
our trails from the damages of flood
waters and high wind”, Ranger Meggs
said. One area of the Forest Management
trail that flanks Turnbull Creek may need
to be completely re-routed due to high
potential for flooding. Hopefully by the
time TCESF reopens for groups in March,
many of the updates will be in place. Be
sure to stop in next year to see all the
“new construction” we completed. Who
knows, maybe we’ll have some brand
new features for you to check out!

•

•

Nov. 17:
Forest closes
for winter
maintenance.
See you in
the spring!

Forest
re-opens for
group tours
March 2018

Always something exciting to see at Turnbull Creek ESF!

Turnbull Creek Educational State Forest
4803 Sweet Home Church Road
Elizabethtown, NC 28337
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